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A powerful collection of the most essential speeches from famed social activist and key civil

rights figure Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.This companion volume to A Knock At Midnight:

Inspiration from the Great Sermons of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. includes the text of his most

well-known oration, "I Have a Dream", his acceptance speech for the Nobel Peace Prize, and

Beyond Vietnam, a powerful plea to end the ongoing conflict. Includes contributions from Rosa

Parks, Aretha Franklin, the Dalai Lama, and many others.

From Publishers WeeklyIn his introduction, the one-time ambassador to the United Nations

Andrew Young refers to MLK as "the voice of the century," and this collection deftly pays

homage to that powerful voice. Carson (a Stanford University historian) and Shepard have

compiled 12 of King's greatest speeches and prefaced them with touching and inspiring

introductions written and read by prominent activists, leaders and theologians, including the

Dalai Lama, Sen. Edward Kennedy and others. There's a lot more here than the "I Have a

Dream" masterpiece (which is beautifully introduced by Dr. Dorothy I. Height, longtime

president of the National Council of Negro Women). The material ranges from King's early

talks in Alabama churches to the magnificent "I've Been to the Mountaintop" speech, which he

gave the night before his assassination. Many of the recordings have a raw quality, giving them

authenticity. When King proclaims in his address to the first Montgomery Improvement

Association mass meeting that democracy is "the greatest form of government on earth," the

attendees' background cheers are so deafening that listeners will have to turn down the

volume. The only element lacking in this noteworthy production is an adequate set of liner

notes there are no dates for the material showcased, nor do the editors tell which speeches

are on which CD. Simultaneous release with the Warner hardcover.Copyright 2002 Cahners

Business Information, Inc.--This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.From Library

JournalThe word "landmark" may be applied not only to these speeches of King's but to this

production as well. Great care has been taken in the writing and reading of introductions to

each piece by some of the great names in Civil Rights history, bearing witness to King's call to

conscience. Participants include Coretta Scott King, Andrew Young, Martin Luther King III, Rev.

Fred Shuttlesworth, and Dr. Dorothy I. Height. To hear an audience swell with excitement as

King slowly and confidently builds emotional tension tempered with moral reasoning and

intellectual prowess is to feel the thrill of what it must have been like to be in the great man's

presence. This monumental work will be an invaluable addition to all library collections.

Products of their time, some of the original recordings contain flaws in audio quality, but this

does not detract at all from the overwhelming power and inherent goodness of the words or the

man who spoke them. Mark Pumphrey, Polk Cty. P.L., Columbus, NCCopyright 2001 Reed

Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.From

AudioFileA CALL TO CONSCIENCE is composed of original recordings of Rev. Martin Luther

King, Jr., including the famed "I Have a Dream" speech in Washington. The quality of some is

poor, but the words are still understandable. And the tinny nature of some only adds to the

realism. It makes listeners feel like they are sitting in the back of a Baptist church hearing

history being made. Each speech is introduced by an essay by another prominent civil rights

activist. Some, such as the one by the Dalai Lama, are personal reminiscences, as well as

inspirational charges in their own right. Others are meant to set the scene for King's speech



and discuss its impact. R.C.G. © AudioFile 2001, Portland, Maine-- Copyright © AudioFile,

Portland, Maine --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.About the AuthorMartin

Luther King, Jr. (January 15, 1929 - April 4, 1968) was a famous leader of the American civil

rights movement, a political activist, and a Baptist minister. In 1964, King became the youngest

man to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his work as a peacemaker, promoting

nonviolence and equal treatment for different races. On April 4, 1968, Dr. King was

assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee. In 1977, he was posthumously awarded the Presidential

Medal of Freedom by Jimmy Carter. In 1986, Martin Luther King Day was established as a

United States holiday. Dr. King often called for personal responsibility in fostering world peace.

King's most influential and well-known public address is the "I Have A Dream" speech,

delivered on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C. --This text refers to an

alternate kindle_edition edition.Read more
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CopyrightSermons used by permission of Intellectual Properties Management, Atlanta,

Georgia, as Exclusive Manager of the Estate of Martin Luther King, Jr.A CALL TO

CONSCIENCE. Copyright © 2001 by The Heirs to the Estate of Martin Luther King, Jr. All

rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or

mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without permission in

writing from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote brief passages in a

review.Hachette Book Group237 Park AvenueNew York, NY 10017Visit our website at .First

eBook Edition: January 2001ContentsCopyrightIntroductionAddress to the First Montgomery

Improvement Association (MIA) Mass MeetingThe Birth of a New NationGive us the

BallotAddress at the Freedom Rally in Cobo HallI Have a DreamEulogy for the Young Victims

of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church BombingAcceptance Address for the Nobel Peace

PrizeAddress at the Conclusion of the Selma to Montgomery MarchBeyond VietnamWhere do

we go From Here?I’ve Been to the MountaintopAcknowledgmentsINTRODUCTIONBY

ANDREW YOUNGMartin Luther King, Jr., was the Voice of the Centuryg. No voice more

clearly delineted the moral issues of the second half of the twentieth century and no vision

more profoundly inspired people—from the American South to southern Africa, from the Berlin

Wall to the Great Wall of China. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s dream of American moral possibilities

expressed a universal hope for mankind that derived heavily from the Hebrew prophets, the

teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, and the nonviolent actions of India’s Mahatma Gandhi.Martin’s

voice was more than the communication of intellectual ideals and spiritual vision. It was a call

for action, action which he personally led from the early days of the Montgomery bus boycott in

1955 until his assassination in Memphis in 1968.Martin spoke with the passion and poetry of

the prophets of old. He proclaimed for our time the faith that justice can and will prevail. He saw

leadership as a process of relating the daily plight of humankind to the eternal truths of

creation. For him, as he proclaimed at the funeral of three of the four little girls killed in the

bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in Birmingham:Death is not a period that ends

the great sentence of life, but a comma that punctuates it to more lofty significance. Death is

not a blind alley that leads the human race into a state of nothingness, but an open door which

leads man into life eternal. Let this daring faith, this great invincible surmise, be your sustaining

power during these trying days.Martin was first of all a man of faith, a preacher of the Gospel of

Jesus with its hope in a resurrection not only of his spiritual body, but also the social expansion

of the ideals by which he preached and lived.Martin’s life was an effort to infuse our complex

political and social existence with the spiritual power of “ultimate reality,” to use Paul Tillich’s

phrase. To the millions who were moved to rise up on the powerful emotional cadences of his

oratory, it was nothing less than the voice of God coming through the life of one of his young,

humble, and obedient servants. His oratory sought to forge a new state of justice with mercy

through the power of truth without violence—truth that sought to bring all men and women

together as brothers and sisters: truth spoken in love and mercy that believed the world’s

conflicts could be reconciled in the power of the human spirit without resorting to

violence.Martin never reached the age of forty, being shot by a single rifle bullet just a few

months after his thirty-ninth birthday. He always knew that martyrdom was the potential price of

challenging America’s version of racial separation.Try though he might, he could not escape

the burden of leadership. In 1954 King left Boston University for the sleepy southern town of

Montgomery, Alabama, seeking the peace and quiet of small town life. While pastor of the

relatively small but prominent Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, he hoped to have the time and



freedom to complete his doctoral dissertation in systematic theology. Just a few months after

his dissertation was submitted, however, Rosa Parks’s arrest on one of Montgomery’s

segregated buses and the subsequent boycott thrust him onto the national stage. He soon

found himself selected Time magazine’s Man of the Year, an honor bestowed before he was

even thirty years old.From that moment on, Martin came to symbolize and vocalize the hopes

and aspirations of oppressed people all over the planet. The rich Negro spiritual “We Shall

Overcome” became the nonviolent anthem of men and women the world over.The most

remarkable aspect of this moral crusade was that he expanded on Gandhi’s use of nonviolence

and the force of truth to liberate not only the former sons and daughters of slaves but the sons

and daughters of slave owners as well. The message, though essentially spiritual, was

nevertheless powerfully political, causing governments to fall, wars to end, and the courts and

Congress of the United States to radically expand the human rights vision of the U.S.

Constitution to include the enforcement of new freedoms for the sons and daughters of former

African slaves. This same message soon inspired movements for the liberation of women,

Hispanic Americans, native Americans, children, and the physically handicapped, and led,

ultimately, to a “rising tide of expectations through the globe.” Today’s New South and the

election of three sons of the South to the United States presidency can all be attributed to the

struggle that Martin led to fulfill the American Dream without resorting to the destruction of

either persons or property.For Martin, social justice would not “roll in on the wings of

inevitability” but would come through struggle and sacrifice.* * *His Montgomery speeches

helped desegregate city buses. His Birmingham and Lincoln Memorial speeches sparked the

passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, putting an end to legal segregation of the races. In

Selma, he successfully called for the right to vote. His condemnation of the war in Vietnam was

instrumental in ending America’s involvement in that conflict. In 1968 he was killed while

struggling with Memphis sanitation workers to put an end to their poverty.This is a unique way

to read and understand history: from its primary sources. These speeches grew out of and

helped to shape the moral challenges of the second half of the twentieth century. This

marvelous compilation of Martin’s words and witness were each tied to a specific challenge of

injustice. He never sought a confrontation with evil. He was essentially a husband, father, and

pastor of the Baptist Church, as were his father and grandfather before him.Events in the

American South and southern Africa, as well as the relatively peaceful democratic

transformation of eastern Europe, have proved him right in seeing nonviolence as the best way

to resolve the world’s problems, while conflicts from Bosnia to Liberia continue to prove the

futility of violence.Perhaps reading these eloquent proclamations of a man of “organized,

aggressive, and positive goodwill,” who loved his adversaries as brothers and who gave his life

in an attempt to “redeem the soul of America from the triple evils of racism, war and poverty,”

will show us the way into the new millennium and help us to continue to live these truths in the

days to come.ANDREW YOUNG worked closely with Dr. King in the Southern Christian

Leadership Conference on efforts such as citizenship education and voter registration. Elected

to the United States House of Representatives in 1973, Young was the first black

representative from Georgia since Reconstruction. After serving as U.S. ambassador to the

United Nations, he was twice elected mayor of Atlanta, Georgia, and received the Presidential

Medal of Freedom, America’s highest civilian award. He is currently head of Good Works

International, LLC.ADDRESS TO THEFIRST MONTGOMERYIMPROVEMENTASSOCIATION

(MIA)MASS MEETINGINTRODUCTION BY ROSA LOUISE PARKSDecember 5, 1955, was

one of the memorable and inspiring days of my life. History records this day as the beginning of

the modern Civil Rights Movement that transformed America and influenced freedom



revolutions around the world.I had been arrested four days earlier, on December 1, in my

hometown of Montgomery, Alabama, for refusing to get up and give my seat on a city bus to a

white man, which was a much-resented customary practice at the time. Local black community

leaders, the Reverend E. D. Nixon and attorney Fred Gray, asked me if I would be willing to

make a test case out of my arrest, with the goal of ending segregation on Montgomery’s buses,

and I agreed to cooperate with them.Mrs. Joanne Robinson and other local black women

leaders of the Women’s Political Council of our community met on the evening of my arrest and

decided to call a boycott to begin on December 5, the day of my trial. I was found guilty of

violating a segregation statute and given a suspended sentence, with a ten-dollar fine plus four

dollars in court costs. This was in keeping with our legal strategy, so we could appeal and

challenge the segregation law in a higher court.A group of ministers met later in the afternoon

of December 5 and formed a new organization, the Montgomery Improvement Association. An

open meeting of the black community was called for that evening at the Holt Street Baptist

Church. The ministers elected a young minister named Martin Luther King, Jr., whom I had met

briefly a few months before, to serve as its first president and spokesman. Dr. King was chosen

in part because he was relatively new to the community and so did not have any enemies. Also

Dr. King had made a strong impression on Rufus Lewis, an influential member of our

community who attended Dr. King’s Dexter Avenue Baptist Church. I had met Dr. King’s wife,

Coretta, and had attended concerts where she sang, but I didn’t know she was his wife at the

time.By the time I arrived at the meeting, the church was so filled up that a crowd of hundreds

spilled out into the street, and speakers had to be set up outside to accommodate everyone.

The excitement around the church was electrifying, and I remember having a sense that

something powerful was being born. I squeezed my way through the crowd to my seat on the

platform, where a lively discussion about the boycott strategy was underway.Then Dr. King was

introduced to the audience and began to speak in the rich, poised baritone and learned

eloquence that distinguished even this debut speech of his career as a civil rights leader. Later

Dr. King would write that he normally took fifteen hours to prepare his sermons, but because of

the hectic events of the day, he’d had only twenty minutes to prepare for “the most decisive

speech of my life.” He spent five minutes of his time worrying about it, and then wisely prayed

to God for guidance.His prayer must have been heard, because on that historic night, despite

all of the pressure on him, Dr. King showed no trace of doubt or hesitancy. He spoke like a

seasoned preacher and was frequently interrupted throughout his remarks by an energetic

chorus of “Amen,” “That’s right,” “Keep talkin’,” and “Yes, Lord.”Dr. King recounted the abuses

Montgomery’s black citizens had experienced leading up to the boycott. He spoke about what

had happened to me and why we must win this struggle. He told the crowd that our boycott

was a patriotic protest, very much in the tradition of American democracy. He underscored the

critical importance of honoring the principles of nonviolence and rooting our protest in the

teachings of Jesus Christ, alongside our unshakable determination to win the boycott.And

then, as he concluded, he said the words that I will never forget, the prophetic words that, for

me, still define the character of our nonviolent freedom movement: “When the history books

are written in the future, somebody will have to say, ‘There lived a race of people, a black

people, fleecy locks and black complexion, a people who had the moral courage to stand up for

their rights. And thereby they injected a new meaning into the veins of history and of

civilization.’”Amid the thundering applause that met the conclusion of Dr. King’s speech on that

night, there was a sense that this speech had launched a brave new era. Dr. King had spelled it

out with clarity and eloquence: This movement was not just about desegregating the buses, or

even just the mistreatment of our people in Montgomery. This movement was about slaking the



centuries-old thirst of a long-suffering people for freedom, dignity, and human rights. It was time

to drink at the well.In these pages we celebrate the wonderful oratory of one of America’s

greatest leaders. But let us remember that what gave his speeches and sermons legitimacy

was that Dr. King didn’t just talk the talk; he walked the walk from Montgomery to Memphis,

enduring jails, beatings, abuse, threats, the bombing of his home, and the highest sacrifice a

person can make for a righteous cause.When I entered the courtroom that morning, I heard

one of our supporters chanting, “They messed with the wrong one now.” But when I headed

home after Dr. King’s speech I knew that we had found the right one to articulate our protest.

As the weeks and months wore on, it became clear to me that we had found our Moses, and

he would surely lead us to the promised land of liberty and justice for all.ROSA LOUISE

PARKS was a civil rights activist and local NAACP official in Montgomery, Alabama, for over a

decade before her refusal to abide by segregated bus-seating practices on December 1, 1955,

sparked the successful Montgomery bus boycott. Parks, facing the loss of her job and other

forms of intimidation, left Montgomery for Detroit, Michigan, where she continued her political

work and cofounded the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for Self Development.ADDRESS

TO THE FIRSTMONTGOMERY IMPROVEMENTASSOCIATION (MIA) MASS MEETINGMy

friends, we are certainly very happy to see each of you out this evening. We are here this

evening for serious business. [Audience:] (Yes) We are here in a general sense because first

and foremost we are American citizens (That’s right) and we are determined to apply our

citizenship to the fullness of its meaning. (Yeah, That’s right) We are here also because of our

love for democracy (Yes), because of our deep-seated belief that democracy transformed from

thin paper to thick action (Yes) is the greatest form of government on earth. (That’s right)But we

are here in a specific sense because of the bus situation in Montgomery. (Yes) We are here

because we are determined to get the situation corrected. This situation is not at all new. The

problem has existed over endless years. (That’s right) For many years now, Negroes in

Montgomery and so many other areas have been inflicted with the paralysis of crippling fear

(Yes) on buses in our community. (That’s right) On so many occasions, Negroes have been

intimidated and humiliated and impressed—oppressed—because of the sheer fact that they

were Negroes. (That’s right) I don’t have time this evening to go into the history of these

numerous cases. Many of them now are lost in the thick fog of oblivion (Yes), but at least one

stands before us now with glaring dimensions. (Yes)Just the other day, just last Thursday to be

exact, one of the finest citizens in Montgomery (Amen)—not one of the finest Negro citizens

(That’s right), but one of the finest citizens in Montgomery—was taken from a bus (Yes) and

carried to jail and arrested (Yes) because she refused to get up to give her seat to a white

person. (Yes, That’s right) Now the press would have us believe that she refused to leave a

reserved section for Negroes (Yes), but I want you to know this evening that there is no

reserved section. (All right) The law has never been clarified at that point. (Hell no) Now I think

I speak with, with legal authority—not that I have any legal authority, but I think I speak with

legal authority behind me (All right)—that the law, the ordinance, the city ordinance has never

been totally clarified. (That’s right)Mrs. Rosa Parks is a fine person. (Well, Well said) And, since

it had to happen, I’m happy that it happened to a person like Mrs. Parks (Yes), for nobody can

doubt the boundless outreach of her integrity. (Sure enough) Nobody can doubt the height of

her character (Yes), nobody can doubt the depth of her Christian commitment and devotion to

the teachings of Jesus. (All right) And I’m happy, since it had to happen, it happened to a

person that nobody can call a disturbing factor in the community. (All right) Mrs. Parks is a fine

Christian person, unassuming, and yet there is integrity and character there. And just because

she refused to get up, she was arrested.And you know, my friends, there comes a time when



people get tired of being trampled over by the iron feet of oppression. [Sustained applause]

There comes a time, my friends, when people get tired of being plunged across the abyss of

humiliation, where they experience the bleakness of nagging despair. (Keep talking) There

comes a time when people get tired of being pushed out of the glittering sunlight of life’s July

and left standing amid the piercing chill of an alpine November. (That’s right) [Applause] There

comes a time. (Yes sir, Teach) [Applause continues]We are here, we are here this evening

because we are tired now. (Yes) [Applause] And I want to say that we are not here advocating

violence. (No) We have never done that. (Repeat that, Repeat that) [Applause] I want it to be

known throughout Montgomery and throughout this nation (Well) that we are Christian people.

(Yes) [Applause] We believe in the Christian religion. We believe in the teachings of Jesus.

(Well) The only weapon that we have in our hands this evening is the weapon of protest. (Yes)

[Applause] That’s all.And certainly, certainly, this is the glory of America, with all of its faults.

(Yeah) This is the glory of our democracy. If we were incarcerated behind the iron curtains of a

Communistic nation we couldn’t do this. If we were dropped in the dungeon of a totalitarian

regime we couldn’t do this. (All right) But the great glory of American democracy is the right to

protest for right. (That’s right) [Applause] My friends, don’t let anybody make us feel that we are

to be compared in our actions with the Ku Klux Klan or with the White Citizens’ Council.

[Applause] There will be no crosses burned at any bus stops in Montgomery. (Well, That’s

right) There will be no white persons pulled out of their homes and taken out on some distant

road and lynched for not cooperating. [Applause] There will be nobody amid, among us who

will stand up and defy the Constitution of this nation. [Applause] We only assemble here

because of our desire to see right exist. [Applause] My friends, I want it to be known that we’re

going to work with grim and bold determination to gain justice on the buses in this city.

[Applause]And we are not wrong, we are not wrong in what we are doing. (Well) If we are

wrong, the Supreme Court of this nation is wrong. (Yes sir) [Applause] If we are wrong, the

Constitution of the United States is wrong. (Yes) [Applause] If we are wrong, God Almighty is

wrong. (That’s right) [Applause] If we are wrong, Jesus of Nazareth was merely a utopian

dreamer that never came down to earth. (Yes) [Applause] If we are wrong, justice is a lie. (Yes)

Love has no meaning. [Applause] And we are determined here in Montgomery to work and

fight until justice runs down like water (Yes) [Applause], and righteousness like a mighty

stream. (Keep talking) [Applause]I want to say that in all of our actions, we must stick together.

(That’s right) [Applause] Unity is the great need of the hour (Well, That’s right), and if we are

united we can get many of the things that we not only desire but which we justly deserve.

(Yeah) And don’t let anybody frighten you. (Yeah) We are not afraid of what we are doing (Oh

no), because we are doing it within the law. (All right) There is never a time in our American

democracy that we must ever think we are wrong when we protest. (Yes sir) We reserve that

right. When labor all over this nation came to see that it would be trampled over by capitalistic

power, it was nothing wrong with labor getting together and organizing and protesting for its

rights. (That’s right)We, the disinherited of this land, we who have been oppressed so long, are

tired of going through the long night of captivity. And now we are reaching out for the daybreak

of freedom and justice and equality. [Applause] May I say to you, my friends, as I come to a

close, and just giving some idea of why we are assembled here, that we must keep—and I

want to stress this, in all of our doings, in all of our deliberations here this evening and all of the

week and while—whatever we do, we must keep God in the forefront. (Yeah) Let us be

Christian in all of our actions. (That’s right) But I want to tell you this evening that it is not

enough for us to talk about love, love is one of the pivotal points of the Christian faith. There is

another side called justice. And justice is really love in calculation. (All right) Justice is love



correcting that which revolts against love. (Well)The Almighty God himself is not the only, not

the God just standing out saying through Hosea, “I love you, Israel.” He’s also the God that

stands up before the nations and said: “Be still and know that I’m God (Yeah), that if you don’t

obey me I will break the backbone of your power (Yeah) and slap you out of the orbits of your

international and national relationships.” (That’s right) Standing beside love is always justice,

and we are only using the tools of justice. Not only are we using the tools of persuasion, but

we’ve come to see that we’ve got to use the tools of coercion. Not only is this thing a process

of education, but it is also a process of legislation. [Applause] And as we stand and sit here this

evening and as we prepare ourselves for what lies ahead, let us go out with the grim and bold

determination that we are going to stick together. [Applause] We are going to work together.

[Applause] Right here in Montgomery, when the history books are written in the future (Yes),

somebody will have to say, “There lived a race of people (Well), a black people (Yes sir), fleecy

locks and black complexion (Yes), a people who had the moral courage to stand up for their

rights. [Applause] And thereby they injected a new meaning into the veins of history and of

civilization.” And we’re going to do that. God grant that we will do it before it is too late. (Oh

yeah) As we proceed with our program, let us think of these things. (Yes)

[Applause]DELIVERED AT HOLT STREET BAPTIST CHURCH,MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA,5

DECEMBER 1955.THE BIRTHOF ANEW NATIONINTRODUCTION BY REVEREND LEON H.

SULLIVANDuring his last speech delivered in Memphis, Tennessee, prior to his assassination,

Martin Luther King said, “I’ve been to the mountaintop…. And I’ve looked over, and I’ve seen

the Promised Land.” Dr. King is still on the mountaintop looking down on us, guiding our steps

in human rights, justice, and nonviolence as we try to get to the Promised Land.The speech

that follows, titled “The Birth of a New Nation,” was preached at the Dexter Avenue Baptist

Church in Montgomery, Alabama, April 7, 1957. In this sermon Dr. King dealt with the

independence of Ghana from the domination and oppression of the British Empire, tying the

liberation of Ghana to the liberation and freedom needs for people in America and the world—

and setting the stage for all of God’s children around the world seeking justice and equal

opportunity for themselves, their children, and their children’s children. Detailing the exodus of

the Jews out of Egypt under the leadership of Moses, Dr. King’s sermon tells the story of how

God moves in the events of time and describes the success of peoples struggling for freedom

and justice with determination, faith, nonviolence, and reliance on the strength and power of

God.“The Birth of a New Nation” is a chronicle of these efforts led by a man of faith in the old

African Gold Coast, Kwame Nkrumah, born of illiterate parents and with little but his own

determination and the help of God to assist him in his impossible dream: to give birth to a new

nation, free from the colonization of the British Empire. A young man born of destiny rose

above the impossible to help free a nation and become the leader of his country.At the time

this sermon was delivered, Dr. King was perhaps the only man alive who, through his own

experience, could put the history of oppression into a tangible context. Dr. King lived through

the kind of times Moses, Gandhi, and Nkrumah faced in their day, meeting impossible odds

and overcoming them for the liberation of their peoples. “The Birth of a New Nation,” Dr. King

said, “is something of the story of every people struggling for freedom…. And it demonstrates

the stages that seem to inevitably follow the quest for freedom.”Dr. King tells of the inspiring

and riveting Kwame Nkrumah, who worked in Philadelphia as a bellhop and dishwasher as he

struggled through school. He returned home, spent years in prison for his activism, was finally

freed … and elected the first prime minister of Ghana. Walking into the ceremonies with all of

his ministers “with prison caps and the coats that they had lived with for all of the months that

they had been in prison,” Nkrumah stood up and made his closing speech to Parliament



formalizing the birth of a nation. Said Dr. King in his sermon, “That was a great hour. An old

Parliament passing away… a new nation being born.”Being there that day with other leaders

from America, including Ralph Bunche, King’s wonderful wife Coretta (who following his

assassination continued the present-day vigil of nonviolence in America), and Congressman

Charles Diggs, I witnessed the tale of the impossible becoming true. It was the breaking loose

from Egypt: “We could hear it from every corner, every nook and crook of the community:

‘Freedom! Freedom!’” Watching the new leader of Ghana waltz with the duchess of Kent,

representing the queen of England, was as revolutionary as it was wonderful.Dr. King, already

leading a life similar to that of Moses, Gandhi, and Nkrumah, was about to take the next step of

these brilliant leaders: entering the wilderness to forge a new America for blacks and for

whites, achieving the equality and justice denied since the days of slavery. What a message for

young people to read and know! Faith, determination, and help from God can do such great

things.Dr. King’s dreams for the coming of an emerging independent Africa connect directly

with the involvement and assistance of black people from America and throughout the world.

Because of his deep concern for the future of Africa, I have no doubt but that had Dr. King

lived, he would have linked those dreams with the realization of a new Africa and initiated the

pilgrimages to Africa like the African-African-American Summits since 1991 (all of which have

been attended by Coretta King)… and I would have been a proud follower of Dr. King, as he

led these pilgrimages for a new birth of a new promised land.LEON H. SULLIVAN, former

pastor of the influential Zion Baptist Church in Philadelphia, initiated a selective boycott of

Philadelphia employers who refused to hire black workers in the late 1950s. In 1964 he

founded the Opportunities Industrialization Center, which provides skills training throughout the

United States and Africa. Sullivan was actively involved in the divestiture movement against

South Africa’s apartheid government and was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in

1992.THE BIRTHOF ANEW NATIONI want to preach this morning from the subject: “The Birth

of a New Nation.” And I would like to use as a basis for our thinking together, a story that has

long since been stenciled on the mental sheets of succeeding generations. It is the story of the

Exodus, the story of the flight of the Hebrew people from the bondage of Egypt, through the

wilderness, and finally to the Promised Land. It’s a beautiful story. I had the privilege the other

night of seeing the story in movie terms in New York City, entitled The Ten Commandments,

and I came to see it in all of its beauty. The struggle of Moses, the struggle of his devoted

followers as they sought to get out of Egypt. And they finally moved on to the wilderness and

toward the Promised Land. This is something of the story of every people struggling for

freedom. It is the first story of man’s explicit quest for freedom. And it demonstrates the stages

that seem to inevitably follow the quest for freedom.Prior to March the sixth, 1957, there

existed a country known as the Gold Coast. This country was a colony of the British Empire.

This country was situated in that vast continent known as Africa. I’m sure you know a great

deal about Africa, that continent with some two hundred million people, and it extends and

covers a great deal of territory. There are many familiar names associated with Africa that you

would probably remember, and there are some countries in Africa that many people never

realize. For instance, Egypt is in Africa. And there is that vast area of North Africa with Egypt

and Ethiopia, with Tunisia and Algeria and Morocco and Libya. Then you might move to South

Africa and you think of that extensive territory known as the Union of South Africa. There is that

capital city Johannesburg that you read so much about these days. Then there is central Africa

with places like Rhodesia and the Belgian Congo. And then there is East Africa with places like

Kenya and Tanganyika, and places like Uganda and other very powerful countries right there.

And then you move over to West Africa, where you find the French West Africa and Nigeria,



and Liberia and Sierra Leone and places like that. And it is in this spot, in this section of Africa,

that we find the Gold Coast, there in West Africa.You also know that for years and for centuries,

Africa has been one of the most exploited continents in the history of the world. It’s been the

“Dark Continent.” It’s been the continent that has suffered all of the pain and the affliction that

could be mustered up by other nations. And it is that continent which has experienced slavery,

which has experienced all of the lowest standards that we can think about, and it’s been

brought into being by the exploitation inflicted upon it by other nations.And this country, the

Gold Coast, was a part of this extensive continent known as Africa. It’s a little country there in

West Africa about ninety-one thousand miles in area, with a population of about five million

people, a little more than four and a half million. And it stands there with its capital city, Accra.

For years the Gold Coast was exploited and dominated and trampled over. The first European

settlers came in there about 1444, the Portuguese, and they started legitimate trade with the

people in the Gold Coast. They started dealing with them with their gold, and in turn they gave

them guns and ammunition and gunpowder and that type of thing. Well, pretty soon America

was discovered a few years later in the fourteen hundreds, and then the British West Indies.

And all of these growing discoveries brought about the slave trade.
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Aran Joseph Canes, “Martin Luther King as Master of the Western Tradition. Black History

Month is obviously an appropriate time to listen or read to the immortal speeches of Martin

Luther King.These have of course been read and studied by schoolchildren and scholars alike.

A casual perusal is unlikely to reveal something completely undiscovered about Dr. King’s

legacy.But one thing that particularly struck me after listening/reading to some fifty of his

speeches is that Dr. King was a master of the Western tradition. He could quote or bolster his

arguments with, to cite a few, Augustine, Aquinas and Shakespeare. He was also obviously

well versed in the rhetorical techniques first analyzed by Aristotle.In fact, Dr. King’s message

was often the demand for African-Americans to be allowed to participate fully in Western

culture. He recognized the greatness of Western cultural achievement and demanded that

black Americans not be excluded from it simply by the color of their skin.For this reader, it only

enhances Dr. King’s reputation. So much has deservedly been made of MLK’s courage in non-

violent protest that his deep understanding of Western culture hasn’t been noticed as much as

it should have.Moral leader, hero, martyr—all these correctly describe him. But it’s interesting

to note that MLK was also a serious scholar. Just another aspect of his character that deserves

our recognition.”

Robert Drake, “Transformed my world outlook. I am reading this simultaneously with Walter

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eamo/OPMw/lnBRx/A-Call-to-Conscience-The-Landmark-Speeches-of-Dr-Martin-Luther-King-Jr


Wink's "The Powers that Be". Together these two authors are transforming my world outlook.

Dr. King realized that no effort to improve living conditions of humans is possible without

improving them for all humanity. Dr. King also realized that such efforts require the full

cooperation of society, including faith communities, governments, armies, industrialists and

average citizens. In addition, we must work within the frame work of our world as created by

God. He marvelously weaves Biblical history, world events, local events, physical pain and

emotional struggle into each and every speech.”

Frank Henry, “One of the most important leaders in world history!. Martin Luther King, Jr's

profound speeches cannot fail to move you”

Sean, “Wish there was more, though!. Way too short. Needs to include more speeches and

additional stories and quotes from Dr. King himself for further study.”

Carleen L. Eddy, “Dr. King, An American Hero. Wonderful remberence of some of his

speeches. It's the type of book one can pick up any time and go to whatever section they

want. I especially liked the intros which set the tone/time of the speech, so one could relate

with what was going on at the time.  Truly Dr. King is one of the greatest orators of all time.”

RutgersMarine, “A Call to Conscience: The Landmark Speeches of MLK. This box set contains

vintage MLK! I would also recommend that anyone who purchase this set also purchase the

companion book. MLK was much more than a preacher and civil right's leader. He was a

prophet who was taken away from us much to soon!”

eddie ozols, “A Prophetic Voice of the 21st Century. An outstanding history of the Civil Rights

movement through the most famous speeches of MLK. I particularly enjoyed his final speech

which we hear words from but was full of inspiration and foresight as to what would become of

America and its black citizens and their victory in the struggle for freedom.A must for every

buddding philosopher, peace activist and politician.”

JaketheDax, “eloquence and humanity of these words from a Great Man. As I read his

speeches. I have never been so moved by the wisdom, integrity, eloquence and humanity of

these words from a Great Man. As I read his speeches, my inner voice assumes the cadences

remembered from recordings of his speeches I have heard. The metaphors, the images, the

good sense, the truth, all are alive decades later. If my personal recommendation to read a

book is acted upon, then this is a book you will scarcely regret picking up.”

Rossi White, “Knowledgeable history moments. Amazing opened up the difficulties of many

people in dr Martin Luther king jr timeHad no idea.”

Flat earth Christian, “Hero. Another victim of the elite powers that murder to maintain the evil

veil of deceipt.”

Robert Wallace Sloan, “Very Insperational. Highly interesting and engaging book. This is a

purchase that was full of value for many reasons. Totally recommended to all.”

Bellas, Stratos, “A Call to Conscience auch heute aktueller den je. A Call to Conscience ist

auch heute aktueller den je, der Kampf für Gerechtigkeit ist vermutlich ein endloser Kampf, der



auf den unterschiedlichsten Ebenen ausgetragen wird, sowohl innen wie außen”

The book by Clayborne Carson has a rating of 5 out of 4.8. 192 people have provided

feedback.
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